
From little acorns a
£1m Trust will grow
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Labour
chief in
council
fiasco
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the decaying listed Maltings, bought
with public cash including rate rises.

A move to demolish part of the
building plunged Breckland into a row
because Mr Potter acted as agent and
chairman of the trust while on the
planning committee.

He was voted off it after a members’
panel inquiry accused him of lobbying,
in contravention of ombudsman’s
guidelines.

The inquiry report, seen for the first
time, makes clear how seriously council
officers viewed the issue.

After the committee backed the
controversial decision, the council’s
assistant solicitor, Mike Horn, following
talks with a barrister, warned the
matter was “misconceived, premature
and seedy” and would “reflect badly on
the council and the Labour party
nationally”.

“From what the barrister said it was
fair to say that it would bring the council
into disrepute.”

The Charity Commission has also
investigated the trust amid concerns
over its use of charitable assets to pay
the debts of a limited company it set up –
a questionable practice contrary in
principle to the commission’s code of
practice.

Investigations by the Commission and
the South Eastern Labour party ended
with advice to trustees who pointed out
a police investigation found no evidence
of wrongdoing.

A file on the planning row was
forwarded to Liberal Democrat chiefs by
Dereham party chairman Ed Blane and
Breckland’s Tory leader Cliff Jordan has
called for a full inquiry.

Mr Potter confirmed the Trust now
had just £59,000 even though almost £1
million was raised, with the bulk
coming from sale of land and house sale
commission and contributions from
housebuilders. He denied accusations of
lobbying.

Mr Potter also said as trust agent he
had declared an interest and played no
part in the planning committee decision.

°C °F
Alicante 21 70 s
Amsterdam 14 57 f
Atlanta 24 75 cl
Auckland 19 66 r
Bahrain 35 95 cl
Bangkok 32 90 r
Barbados 31 88 cl
Barcelona 25 77 cl
Beijing 21 70 cl
Beirut 31 88 pc
Belgrade 14 57 pc
Benidorm 22 72 s
Bermuda 28 82 c
Bodrum 22 72 f
Bordeaux 21 70 s
Brisbane 26 79 cl
Brussels 14 57 cl
Bucharest 15 59 pc
Budapest 16 61 r
Buenos Aires 24 75 cl
Cairo 32 90 cl
Calgary 16 61 cdy
Canaries 28 82 s
Casablanca 21 70 f
Chicago 14 57 c
Colombo 30 86 cl
Copenhagen 13 55 pc
Corfu 19 66 s
C Brava 22 72 s
Crete 21 70 f
Dhahran 36 97 cl
Dhaka 34 93 cl
Dublin 14 57 cl
Eilat 34 93 s
Faro 23 73 s
Florence 20 68 s
Frankfurt 15 59 c
Geneva 17 63 pc
Gibraltar 20 68 s
Hanoi 30 86 pc
Harare 22 72 cl
Helsinki 11 52 cl
Hong Kong 29 84 cl
Honolulu 29 84 pc
Ibiza 22 72 f
Istanbul 23 73 r

Jakarta 32 90 r
Jerusalem 29 84 r
Larnaca 31 88 s
Las Palmas 25 77 s
Lima 18 64 c
Lisbon 16 61 cl
L Angeles 23 73 cl
Luxor 39 102 s
Madeira 16 61 c
Madrid 27 81 cl
Malaga 21 70 s
Malin Head 11 52 f
Malta 23 73 s
Manila 32 90 c
Marseille 20 68 s
Melbourne 19 66 cl
Mexico 23 73 c
Miami 29 84 pc
Minorca 22 72 s
M’video 25 77 cl
Montreal 14 57 c
Moscow 11 52 pc
Nairobi 26 79 c
Naples 22 72 s
Nassau 28 82 pc
New Delhi 32 90 cl
New York 19 66 pc
Oporto 21 70 s
Osaka 28 82 c
Oslo 11 52 cl
Palma 23 72 s
Paris 18 64 r
Perth 22 72 cl
Rhodes 22 72 s
Rimini 19 66 s
Rio 28 82 pc
Rome 23 73 cl
S Francisco 18 64 cl
San Juan 32 90 pc
Santiago 27 81 cl
Sicily 24 75 s
S Paulo 24 75 c
Sapporo 24 75 c
Seoul 22 72 c
Singapore 32 90 pc
Sofia 09 48 c
Stockholm 12 54 pc

Sydney 24 75 cl
Taipei 27 81 r
Tangier 25 77 s
Tel Aviv 29 84 r
Tenerife 28 82 s
Tokyo 28 82 r
Toronto 10 50 c
Valletta 26 79 cl
Vancouver 14 57 c
Venice 17 63 s
Vienna 17 63 c
Warsaw 11 52 pc
Washington 19 66 cl
Zurich 16 61 r
Key: c-cloudy; cl-clear; f-
fair; pc-partly cloudy; r-
rain; sn-snow; s-sunny;
hl-hail; d-drizzle; sh-
showers; th-thunder

TRAVEL POUND
Australia ..2.5973 dollars
Austria ..19.05 schillings
Belgium ......56.02 francs
Canada ....2.5687 dollars
Cyprus ..0.7997 pounds
Denmark ....10.37 kroner
Finland ....8.3035 marks
France ......9.0972 francs
Germany ..2.7183 marks
Greece 467.62 drachma
Holland ..3.0569 guilders
H Kong ......12.84 dollars
Ireland ......1.0845 punts
Italy ..................2698. lira
Japan ..........198.26 yen
Malta ..............0.6097 lira
N Zealand ..3.057 dollars
Norway ......12.69 kroner
Portugal 276.82 escudo
S Africa ....9.1711 rands
Spain ....229.32 pesetas
Sweden ......13.28 kroner
Swit’land ..2.2149 francs
Turkey ........459806. lira
USA ........1.6703 dollars
Figures: Thomas Cook

X LOCAL SUMMARY X CONDITIONS AT LUNCHTIME TODAY X AROUND BRITAIN X ABROAD
°C °F

Aberdeen 10 50 sunny
Aviemore 09 48 sunny
Belfast 12 54 showers pm
Birmingham 14 57 bright
Bognor Regis 16 61 sunny pm
Bournemouth 16 61 bright
Bristol 16 61 bright
Cardiff 17 63 sunny
Clacton 15 59 bright
Cromer 14 57 sunny pm
Eastbourne 15 59 bright
Edinburgh 11 52 sunny
Exmouth 15 59 sunny am
Falmouth n/a n/a n/a
Glasgow 12 54 showers am
Guernsey 17 63 sunny pm
Hunstanton 13 55 bright
Jersey 17 63 dull am
Leeds 14 57 showers
London 16 61 sunny
Lowestoft 15 59 bright
Manchester 13 55 showers am
Margate 15 59 sunny
Newcastle 13 55 sunny
Norwich 15 59 sunny
Poole 18 64 bright
Scarborough 12 54 sunny
Skegness n/a n/a n/a
Torquay 17 63 cloudy
Weymouth 16 61 sunny pm

King’s Lynn 04.22 5.6m 17.13 5.8m
Cromer & 
Sheringham 04.37 4.2m 17.22 4.3m
Gorleston 06.50 2.3m 19.59 2.4m
Lowestoft 07.25 2.3m 20.34 2.4m
Southwold 08.00 2.4m 21.09 2.5m
Tidal predictions computed by the Proudman
Oceanographic Laboratory: Copyright reserved

RISES 07.21
SETS 18.00

RISES 02.51
SETS 16.52
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X HIGH TIDES

XOBSERVATIONS XLIGHTING-UP

A dry and bright start to
the day, but it will
gradually turn more
cloudy, outbreaks of rain
arriving from the west
later. It will become windy
as well, some strong and
blustery winds developing.
AREA A
Today: A chilly start,
leading to a bright and dry
morning, but turning more
cloudy in the afternoon as
a freshening wind spreads
outbreaks of rain from the
southwest.
Wind: Strong to near gale
force southerly.
Max Temp: 16C (61F).
Tonight: Outbreaks of rain
will turn heavier for a
time, but most places
becoming dry by dawn.
Wind: Strong
southwesterly, becoming a
fresh westerly later.
Min Temp: 9C (48F).

AREA B
Today: Most parts will
have a dry morning, but
turning more cloudy,
outbreaks of mainly light
rain developing in the
afternoon.
Wind: Fresh to strong
southerly.
Max Temp: 16C (61F).
Tonight: The rain will
turn heavier for a time, but
becoming dry after
midnight, clear spells
developing.
Wind: Strong
southwesterly, becoming a
moderate westerly.
Min Temp: 8C (48F).
NORTH SEA
Southerly winds of force 3
will increase force 6 to gale
force 8, veering
southwesterly overnight.
Smooth to slight seas will
increase moderate to
rough, locally very rough.

Thermometer
1998 Bar Max Min Grass Sun Rain 

(In/mb) (deg) (deg) (deg) (hrs) (mm)
Oct 11 29.62 (1003) 16.0 8.6 7.5 2.00 3.0
Oct 12 29.74 (1007) 14.7 6.1 2.4 5.50 0.0
Oct 13 29.97 (1015) 17.3 6.8 5.2 0.00 0.0

Rainfall for month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.2
Mean rainfall for October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55.1
J. G. Hilton, Observer,Morley Research Centre.

WEATHERCALL . . . . . . 0891 500764
MARINE CALL . . . . . . . 0891 500765
WESTERN EUROPE . . 0891 500735
C MEDITERRANEAN . . 0891 500737

FRANCE. . . . . . . . . . . . 0891 500736
N AFRICA . . . . . . . . . . . 0891 500982
E MEDITERRANEAN . . 0891 500734
USA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0891 500983

XWEATHERCALL

With forecaster Phil Garner
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Calls for services cost 50p per minute at all times.
Only available for callers with Touch-Tone phones.

make the appeal a success.
Each person was handed a £1 coin

and told by Norfolk MP and We Care
2000 patron Gillian Shephard:
“Using your talents,  I challenge you
to make this into a much larger
sum. I look forward to the day when
we can announce that the little
acorns planted today have grown
into a magnificent £1 million Trust
Fund for the people of Norfolk.”

The idea, reflecting the Biblical
parable of the talents, set the
audience buzzing with quirky
schemes to turn the pounds into
hundreds and even thousands, and
the EDP will be reporting on these
as they develop.

Appeal chairman Paddy Seligman
believes the pound coins challenge
is just the start of many entertaining
money-raising schemes.

“The appeal is going to be a high
rate of satisfaction deposit account
for the people of Norfolk. We want
people to have fun raising funds for
it,” she said.

The importance of the appeal is

that it is all-inclusive, every one of
us could – and probably will – be a
carer of someone we love at some
point in our lives.

At the launch, film clips gave
insights into the lives of carers,
including teenagers looking after
parents, brothers and sisters, as
well as a couple who have devoted
their lives to caring for their very

disabled son, and a woman who has
given up her job, social life and
hopes for the future to look after her
husband following his severe stroke.

Derek Land, chairman of Norwich
and District Carers Forum,
commented: “The carer is the first-
line health worker in many ways,
yet so very often carers do not get
any help and support until things

reach quite a crisis point.
“There needs to be more support

that people can call upon without
feeling they are receiving
charitable hand-outs or that
statutory bodies are being too
intrusive.”

The Trust set up by the EDP We
Care 2000 Appeal will fill that gap,
providing funds that will help to
lighten the load of individual
carers, such as paying for a new
washing machine or a holiday
break, as well as helping some of the
carers’ organisations in the county.

Lady Mary added: “There are
dedicated and self-sacrificing carers
throughout our community and
they do deserve recognition and all
the support we can give.”

WE CARE 2000 t ‘Make your fundraising fun’ says appeal chairman  

t TO MAKE A CREDIT CARD
PLEDGE RING 01603-219851
t FOR INQUIRIES ABOUT THE
APPEAL RING 01603-625321

X NUMBERS TO CALL

The high-speed Channel Tunnel rail
link between London and the Kent
port of Folkestone is to receive a £200
million loan from the European
Investment Bank, it was disclosed
yesterday.

The money will be spent on the first
phase of the long-awaited 68-mile line
to speed up Eurostar trains linking
London with Paris and Brussels.

The aid from the EIB, the European
Union’s long-term finance house, will
help pay for construction of the link’s
first section, from the coast to

Fawkham Junction, in North Kent.
EIB president Sir Brian Unwin,

said: “The link forms a crucial part of
the Paris, Brussels, Cologne,
Amsterdam and London high-speed
rail trans-European network.
Financing such major networks is an
EIB priority.”

The rail link’s first section is
scheduled for completion in 2003 and
will cut journey times on Eurostar
services through the tunnel.

When the entire project is finished
in 2006, it will also speed up

commuter services between London
and Kent and, said the EIB,
contribute to urban regeneration in
the East London and East Thames
areas.

News of the loan came on the same
day that Deputy Prime Minister John
Prescott announced that more than
50,000 new jobs would be created by
the Channel Tunnel rail link.

He was speaking at a ground-
breaking ceremony near Cuxton, in
Kent, to mark the start of
construction of the first stage.

£200m rail link boost

NEW JOBS: John Prescott.
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